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Anusak Netrananda 2007: A Comparative Study of the Literary Works on the
Last Phase of the Lord Buddha's Life. Master of Arts (Thai Literature), Major Field:
Thai Literature, Department of Literature. Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Yuporn

Sangtuksin, M.A. 157 pages.

This thesis is a comparative study of the literary works on the life of the Lord Buddha,
focusing on the last phase of his life. The objectives are to make a comparison among them,
to make a detailed study on the presentation of the event, and to make an assumption of the

Thai people's attitudes towards that event.

There appears to be a variety of versions of literature on the Lord Buddha's life in
Thailand: some depicting his whole lifetime, while others specifying certain episodes only. The
last phase of the Lord Buddha's life is among the most depicted ones. There are five literary
works in menuscript on this theme kept in the National Library, each having different prosody.
The study is made on these five works, beginning with the comparison between the motifs of
Mahaparinibbanasutra in the Tripitaka, which is the most authoritative text, and those found in
the five versions. Then, the comparison among the five works themselves is made in five

components: the invocation, the plot, the major characters, the language style, and the theme.

The comparison between the Tripitaka and the five versions in terms of motifs finds
that the latter does not include all the motifs presented in Mahaparinibbanasutra. The
comparative study among the five chosen versions finds that the invocations differ in length;
the plots differ in the number of motifs; the major characters are the same except for minor
details; the styles of language are different, yet outstanding on the basis of each individual
work: and, the themes are similar — the contemplation on death, which ascertains the value of

them all to the Buddhists as they bring into light the ultimate goal of Buddhism - the Nibhana.
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